Statement to the Media
For Immediate Release, November 5, 2009, 11:30 a.m. EST
Contact: Patrick Delaney
pdelaney@unitedfresh.org
202-303-3400 ext. 417
Statement by United Fresh Chairman Jim Lemke
on PBH Decision Regarding National Promotion Order

“On behalf of the United Fresh Board of Directors, I'd like to thank the Produce for Better Health
Foundation for advancing the discussion of a potential national promotion order for fruits and vegetables
during the past six months. It's important that all of us in the industry work together to always be looking at creative ways we can help increase consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables. Thinking outside
the box is an important contribution to that effort.
But I'd also like to congratulate PBH today for listening to the many industry members who felt
that this was simply not the right proposal at the right time. After six months of dialogue and industry
debate, it was clear that there was not a substantial majority of the industry that wanted to drive this
concept further.
We also believe it is time now for all of us to recommit our energies in support of current PBH
efforts, which have sometimes been clouded during this discussion of a national promotion order. Our
industry cannot sit back and hope that produce consumption grows; we need to be pursuing all available
opportunities to make that happen.”

###
United Fresh Produce Association is the pre-eminent trade association for the produce industry in
managing critical public policy issues; shaping legislative and regulatory action; providing scientific and
technical leadership in food safety, quality assurance, nutrition and health; and developing educational
programs and business opportunities for members to better meet consumer needs for increased
consumption of fresh produce. Founded in 1904, United Fresh represents the interests of member
companies from small family businesses to the largest international corporations throughout the global
fresh produce supply chain, including growers, shippers, fresh-cut processors, wholesalers, distributors,
retailers, foodservice operators, industry suppliers and allied associations. For more information, visit
www.unitedfresh.org

